The Boy Recession by Flynn Meaney
When all the boys start transferring out of
Julius P. Heil High, a lovable slacker be-
comes a hot commodity much to his best
friend's bewilderment.

Diary Queen

by Catherine Gilbert Murdock

After spending her summer running the
family farm and training the quarterback for
her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-
old D.J. decides to go out for the sport her-
self, not anticipating the reactions of those
around her.

Okay for Now by Gary Schmidt

As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a
new town, with no friends, an abusive father,
and a louse for an older brother, Doug
Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him
until he finds an ally in Lil Spicer--a fiery
young lady. Together, they find a safe haven
in the local library, inspiration in learning
about the plates of John James Audubon's
birds, and a hilarious adventure on a
Broadway stage.

The Dark Days of Hamburger Halpin
by Josh Berk

When Will Halpin transfers from his all-deaf
school into a mainstream Pennsylvania high
school, he faces discrimination and bullying,
but still manages to solve a mystery sur-
rounding the death of a popular football
player in his class.

Swim the Fly by Don Calame
Ffteen-year-old Matt Gratton and his two best
friends, Coop and Sean, always set themselves
a summertime goal. This year's? To see a
real-live naked girl for the first time--quite a
challenge, given that none of the guys has the
nerve to even ask a girl out on a date. But
catching a girl in the buff starts to look easy
compared to Matt's other summertime
aspiration: to swim the 100-yard butterfly
(the hardest stroke known to God or man) as a
way to impress Kelly West, the sizzling new
star of the swim team .

Schooled by Gordon Korman
Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother,
Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched
television, tasted a pizza, or even heard of a
wedgie. But when his grandmother lands in
the hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a
guidance counselor and attend the local
middle school. While Cap knows a lot about
tie-dyeing and Zen Buddhism, no education
could prepare him for the politics of public
school.

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie

by David Lubar

While navigating his first year of high school
and awaiting the birth of his new baby brother,
Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely
new ones as he hones his skills as a writer.
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The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his
troubled school on the Spokane Indian
Reservation to attend an all-white farm town
school where the only other Indian is the
school mascot.

Chomp by Carl Hiaasen

When the difficult star of the reality
television show "Expedition Survival"
disappears while filming an episode in the
Florida Everglades using animals from the
wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane's family,
Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out
to find him while avoiding Tuna's gun-happy
father.

13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen
Johnson

When seventeen-year-old Ginny receives a
packet of mysterious envelopes from her fa-
vorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-
cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that
transforms her life.

Notes from the Dog by Gary Paulsen
When Johanna shows up at the beginning of
summer to house-sit next door to Finn, he
has no idea of the profound effect she will
have on his life by the time summer vacation
is over.

It's Kind of a Funny Story

by Ned Vizzini

A humorous account of a New York City
teenager's battle with depression and his
time spent in a psychiatric hospital.

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by
Jordan Sonnenblick

When his younger brother is diagnosed with
leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven tries to
deal with his complicated emotions, his school
life, and his desire to support his family.

Spud by John van de Ruit

In 1990, thirteen-year-old John "Spud"
Milton, a prepubescent choirboy, keeps a diary
of his first year at an elite, boys-only boarding
school in South Africa, as he deals with bizarre
housemates, wild crushes, embarrassingly
dysfunctional parents, and much more.

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key

by Jack Gantos

To the constant disappointment of his mother
and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying at-
tention or controlling his mood swings when
his prescription medications wear off and he
starts getting worked up and acting wired.

Audrey, Wait! by Robin Benway

While trying to score a date with her cute co-
worker at the Scooper Dooper, sixteen-year-
old Audrey gains unwanted fame and celebrity
status when her ex-boyfriend, a rock musician,
records a breakup song about her that soars to
the top of the Billboard charts.

Knots in my Yo-Yo String :

the Autobiography of a Kid

by Jerry Spinelli

This Italian-American Newbery Medalist
presents a humorous account of his
childhood and youth in Norristown,
Pennsylvania.

The Schwa Was Here

by Neal Shusterman

Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy
befriends the Schwa, an "invisible-ish" boy
who is tired of blending into his
surroundings and going unnoticed by
nearly everyone.

Angus, Thongs and Full-frontal
Snogging : Confessions of Georgia
Nicolson by Louise Rennison
Presents the humorous journal of a year in
the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl
who tries to reduce the size of her nose,
stop her mad cat from terrorizing the
neighborhood animals, and win the love of
handsome hunk Robbie.

Al Capone Does My Shirts

by Gennifer Choldenko

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves
to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards'
families were housed there, and has to
contend with his extraordinary new
environment in addition to life with his
autistic sister.

The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big,
Round Things by Carolyn Mackler
Feeling like she does not fit in with the oth-
er members of her family, who are all thin,
brilliant, and good-looking, fifteen-year-old
Virginia tries to deal with her self-image,
her first physical relationship, and her disil-
lusionment with some of the people closest
to her.



