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pick their            pick their            
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books for books for 
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A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly                           

In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined 

to attend college and be a writer against the 

wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at 

a summer inn where she discovers the truth 

about the death of a guest. Based on a true 

story. 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers                                          

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, 

sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his 

experiences in prison and in the courtroom in 

the form of a film script as he tries to come to 

terms with the course his life has taken. 

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson                            

Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever 

when he becomes a father and must care for 

his adored baby daughter. 

Sabriel by Garth Nix                                                         

Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Ab-

horsen, must journey into the mysterious and 

magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father 

from the Land of the Dead. 

Twilight by Stephanie Meyer                                            

When seventeen-year-old Bella leaves Phoe-

nix to live with her father in Forks, Washing-

ton, she meets an exquisitely handsome boy 

at school for whom she feels an overwhelming 

attraction and who she comes to realize is not 

wholly human. 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time       

Indian by Sherman Alexie                                     

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled 

school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to 

attend an all-white farm town school where 

the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman                                  

Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who 

suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot 

function, relates his perceptions of his life, his 

family, and his condition, especially as he be-

lieves his father is planning to kill him.                                                      

If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson                            

After meeting at their private school in New 

York, fifteen-year-old Jeremiah, who is black 

and whose parents are separated, and Ellie, 

who is white and whose mother has twice 

abandoned her, fall in love and then try to 

cope with people's reactions 

Jellicoe Road by  Melina Marchetta                                   

Abandoned by her drug-addicted mother at 

the age of eleven, high school student Taylor 

Markham struggles with her identity and  

family history at a boarding school in              

Australia.  

Impossible by Nancy Werlin                                

When seventeen-year-old Lucy discovers her 

family is under an ancient curse by an evil 

Elfin Knight, she realizes to break the curse 

she must perform three impossible tasks    

before her daughter is born in order to save 

them both. 

If the witness lied by Caroline B. Cooney Torn 

apart by tragedies and the publicity they 

brought, siblings Smithy, Jack, and Madison, 

aged fourteen to sixteen, tap into their par-

ent's courage to pull together and protect 

their brother Tris, nearly three, from further 

media exploitation and a much more sinister 

threat. 



Ali Blau’s Picks: 

Rats Saw God by Rob Thomas                                          

In hopes of graduating, Steve York agrees to 

complete a hundred-page writing assignment 

which helps him to sort out his relationship with 

his famous astronaut father and the events that 

changed him from promising student to trou-

bled teen.  

Black and White by Paul Volponi                                   

Two star high school basketball players, one 

black and one white, experience the justice  

system differently after committing a crime   

together and getting caught.  

The Boyfriend List by E. Lockhart                                           

A Seattle fifteen-year-old explains some of the 

reasons for her recent panic attacks, including 

breaking up with her boyfriend, losing all her 

girlfriends, tensions between her                 

performance-artist mother and her father, and 

more. 

Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock              

After spending her summer running the family 

farm and training the quarterback for her 

school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old 

D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not 

anticipating the reactions of those around her.  

Good Girls by Laura Ruby                                         

Sixteen-year-old high school senior Audrey is 

humiliated when a compromising photograph 

of her is sent around her school, but she dis-

covers a toughness within her that she never 

knew she had. 

The Luxe by Anna Godbersen                                              

In Manhattan in 1899, five teens of different 

social classes lead dangerously scandalous 

lives, despite the strict rules of society and the 

best-laid plans of parents and others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cat Ate My Gymsuit by Paula Danziger When 

the unconventional English teacher who helped her 

conquer many of her feelings of insecurity is fired, 

thirteen-year-old Marcy Lewis uses her new found 

courage to campaign for the teacher's reinstate-

ment. 

Gingerbread by Rachel Cohn                                  

After being expelled from a fancy boarding 

school, Cyd Charisse's problems with her mother 

escalate after Cyd falls in love with a sensitive 

surfer and is subsequently sent from San Francisco 

to New York City to spend time with her biological 

father. 

A Great and Terrible Beauty by Libba Bray                    

After the suspicious death of her mother in 1895, 

sixteen-year-old Gemma returns to England, after 

many years in India, to attend a finishing school 

where she becomes aware of her magical powers 

and ability to see into the spirit world. 

Crank by Ellen Hopkins                                                     

Kristina Georgia Snow is the perfect daughter, 

gifted high school junior, quiet, never any trouble. 

But on a trip to visit her absentee father, Kristina 

disappears and Bree takes her place. Bree is the 

exact opposite of Kristina. Through a boy, Bree 

meets the monster: crank. And what begins as a 

wild ecstatic ride turns into a struggle through hell 

for her mind, her soul - her life.  

Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins                               

In a future North America, where the rulers of 

Panem maintain control through an annual tele-

vised survival competition pitting young people 

from each of the twelve districts against one an-

other, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to 

the test when she voluntarily takes her younger 

sister's place.  

 

 

 

 

Ball Don't Lie by Matt de la Peña                                     

Seventeen-year-old Sticky lives to play basketball 

at school and at Lincoln Rec Center in Los Angeles 

and is headed for the pros, but he is unaware of 

the many dangers--including his own past--that 

threaten his dream.  

Dreamland by Sarah Dessen                                   

After her older sister runs away, sixteen-year-old 

Caitlin decides that she needs to make a major 

change in her own life and begins an abusive     

relationship with a boy who is mysterious, brilliant, 

and dangerous.  

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks 

by  E. Lockhart                                                                           

Sophomore Frankie starts dating senior Matthew 

Livingston, but when he refuses to talk about the 

all-male secret society that he and his friends            

belong to, Frankie infiltrates the society in order to 

enliven their mediocre pranks. 

Kristy McCarthy’s Picks: 

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton                                               

The struggle of three brothers to stay together 

after their parent's death and their quest for 

identity among the conflicting values of their ado-

lescent society. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee                             

The explosion of racial hate in an Alabama town 

is viewed by a little girl whose father defends a 

black man accused of rape.    

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury                                              

After learning that books are a vital part of a   

culture he never knew, a book-burning official in 

a future fascist state clandestinely pursues   

reading until he is betrayed. 

 


